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Jusztinia nagyi a Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta folydirat mellékletében egy grafilogikai feladvanyt
talalt. Miutan sikeriilt megoldania, gy dontott, megkeresi a kép sulypontjat. Milyen messze lesz ez a kép
geometriai kozéppontjatol, ha minden beszinezett négyzetnek megegyezd tomege van, és az iires négyzetek-
nek nincs tomegiik? A négyzetek oldalhossza 1 egység.
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Mark harminc perccel a kezdete utan csatlakozott egy él6 videdkozvetitéshez. A visszajatszasi sebessé-
get 1,75x értékre allitotta. Mennyi id6be fog telni neki, hogy utolérje az é16 kozvetitést?

A vilaszt 66: pp:mm formdtumban kiildje be!

Egy turazé éppen felért egy magas hegy csticsara. A teljes magassagkiilonbség a turaja soran 1302
méter, mig a maszas soran felfelé megtett Gt 1447 méter volt. Hany métert kell felfelé mdsznia a visszaut
soran, ha ugyanazt az 6svényt vélasztja, mint amin a cstcs felé haladt?

[ 4 | Egy kozelmultban tartott tinnep tiszteletére osszeallitottuk a 54 cm széles és 36 cm magas csehszlo-
vak zaszlot harom darab szines fémlemezbdl. A kék haromszog a zaszl6 teljes szélességének a feléig terjedt.
Amikor szabadtéren volt kiallitva, a zaszl6t megvilagitotta a Nap, és minden része kiilonb6z6 homérséklettire
melegedett: a fehér rész 30 °C-ra, a piros 70 °C-ra, a kék pedig 90 °C-ra melegedett fel.

Mekkora lesz a zaszl6 hGmérséklete, ha ezutan elszigeteljiikk a kornyezetétdl, és megvarjuk a hdmérsékleti
egyensuly bealltat?
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Egy nyolcfés csapat egy nemrég lehullott meteorit utan kutat egy mez6n. A csapat tagjai zart lancban
haladnak. Mindenki egy 2,5 m széles csikot figyel, mikozben 1 m/s sebességgel sétal. Valahanyszor a mez6
szélére érnek, gyorsan megfordulnak, atmennek szomszédos foldsavra, és ott folytatjak a keresést. A mez6
500 m hosszu és 300 m széles.

Azonban amikor a csapat megkezdte a keresést, egy traktor 300 m tavolsagban elkezdte szantani a mez6t. A
traktor ekéje 10 m széles és 18 km/h sebességgel halad. A mez6 szélére érve ez is nagyon gyorsan megfor-
dul. Mekkora része marad a mez8nek atkutatlanul, ha a kutatast azonnal abba kell hagyni, amint a csapat
barmelyik tagja eléri a traktort?
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[ 6 | Ismét a kényelem kerekedett feliil a kornyezettudatossdgon... Marcel, Kevin, Patrik és Jakab a vasttal-
lomas felé hajtanak, mindenki a sajat autéjaban. A faluban a maximalis megengedett sebességgel, 50 km/h
-val haladnak, ekozben 150 m hosszua részt foglalnak el az uton. Ha mindenki ugyanugy vezet, mekkora
teriiletet foglalnak majd el a falun kiviil az Gton, miutdn 90 km/h sebességre gyorsultak?

Az autok hosszat elhanyagolhatjuk.

Dani véletlenszertien kivalasztott két ellendlldst a barkdcsdobozabdl és bekototte dket egy dramkorbe,
elszor soros, majd parhuzamos kapcsolasban. Amikor este a takaritond betévedt a rejtekébe, tobbek kozott
egy cetlit talalt az asztaldn rajta két értékkel: 4 Q és 25 Q).

Mekkorak voltak az egyes ellenallasok értékei?

Egy kozépkori kastélyban egy idegenvezeté bemutatja a hires kutat a kivancsi latogatoknak. Az ide-
genvezetd, alabecsiilve a latogatok matematikai képességeit, egy egyszeriisitett modszert ismertet a mélység
kiszamitasara: a latogaté dobjon egy érmét vagy egy kovet a kitba, és szamolja az id6t, amig meghallja az
érme csattanasanak hangjat a fenéken. Ezutdn a mélység megallapitasdhoz ezt az id6t szorozzdk meg vala-
milyen allandé k értékkel. Természetesen az idegenvezet$ ugy hatarozta meg a k konstans értékét, hogy ez a
modszer valoban helyes értéket eredményezzen az adott katnal. Fejezd ki a kut mélységét a k allandobol és
a g gravitacios gyorsulasbol.

A hangsebesség minden kozépkori kutban végtelen nagy.

[ 9| Juli aceton vizes oldatét készitette. Ugy alakult, hogy el kellett hagynia a labort egy pillanatra. Amikor
visszajott, azt tapasztalta, hogy az aceton tomegének egyharmada és a viz tomegének egytizede elparolgott.
Juli megmérte, hogy az aceton tomegaranya az oldatban egyhatodaval csokkent.

Mekkora volt az aceton eredeti tomegaranya az oldatban?
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Vikinek van egy csillarja, amely egy pontszertinek tekinthetd, M tomegli kozéppontbol, és abbol egy
sikban kiall6 6t darab, elhanyagolhat6 tomegt, L hosszisagu rudbol all, amelyek egyenld szoget zarnak be
egymassal. Mindegyik rid végén egy m tomegli gyertya talalhatd. A teljes csillar egy, a pontszert kozép-
ponthoz kapcsoldédd, hosszu lanccal van a plafonhoz rogzitve.

Hirtelen leesik az egyik gyertya. Miutdn a rendszer egyensulyba keriilt, mekkora szoget zar be vizszintessel
a rudak dltal meghatarozott sik?

Vilmos vésarolt egy téglalap alakd telket a és b oldalakkal, ahol a > b. Mennyi homokot tud odahordani
ugy, hogy az a telkén beliil maradjon? A homok lejtészoge 8.
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Jakab kiprébalt egy uj, tomegkozlekedést hasznalok szamara fejlesztett alkalmazast. Ez tobbek kozott
rogziti a megtett tavolsagot, illetve kijelzi az indulastol szamitott dtlagsebességet is km/h -ban. Jakab az el6z6
estét buszozassal toltotte, ma pedig grafikonon dbrazolta az dltala megtett tavolsagot az id6 fiiggvényében az
alabb lathatéo médon. Mi volt a legnagyobb atlagsebesség, amit az alkalmazds mutatott Jakab utja alatt?
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Teréz vasarolt egy kiilonleges teaskészletet Angliaban. A készlet egy kozépen kiegyensulyozott mérleg-
bdl all és ot csészealjbdl, amelyek a mérlegen egymastdl egyenld tavolsagra helyezkednek el. Teréz athivja a
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baratait teazni. Az 6t barat ABC sorrendben il le a teaskészlethez. Teréz teaval kinalja Gket, igy a csészeal-
jakra helyez ot tedscsészét, amelyek tomegeinek aranyal:2:3:4:5.

Hany kiilonb6z6 mddon oszthatja ki baratainak a tedscsészéket Teréz, ha a mérlegnek egyensulyban kell
maradnia?

l ®ww

Vilmos szeretne egy szobrot is épiteni a telkén. Az emlékmi alapja egy téglalap alakd betonlap lesz
a =10 m és b = 7 m oldalakkal. Az alapot h = 3 m magassagban kell elhelyezni a felszin felett és teljes teriilete
alatt ala kell tamasztani. Minimum mekkora térfogatu féldkupacot kell Vilmosnak a betonlap ala hordania,
ha a f6ld lejtdszoge B = 45°?

A sziletésnapjara Andras egy épitSkészletet kapott. Azonnal épitett is egy kiilonleges gépet: egy 36
fogbdl 4ll6 fogaskerék koré 4 db kisebb, 16 fogbdl all6 fogaskereket helyezett. Ezutan az egész szerkezet koré
egy szijat erdsitett. Hanyszor kell a nagy fogaskereket megforgatnia, hogy a szij egyszer korbeforduljon? Az
oOsszes fogaskerék tengelye rogzitett.

Tamas asztronautaként elment egy marsi expedeciciéra, ahova magaval vitte az 6rokségiil kapott ba-
rométerét, amiben egy higanyoszlop talalhat6. Az oszlop 760 mm magas volt a F6ldon. Mekkora az oszlop
magassaga a Marson, ahol a felszini 1égkori nyomas 600 Pa?

Tekintsiink el mindkét bolygo forgdsatol.
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Vilma athuzott egy fonalat az asztalon levd lyukon keresztiil ugy, hogy a fonal asztal alatti részének
hossza €. Ezutan felakasztott ra egy

m tomeget és megporgette egy korpalydn w szogsebességgel. Természetesen a fondl fels6 végét a kezében
tartotta. Mekkora munkat kell végeznie, hogy a fonalat egy kis A¢ tavolsaggal maga felé huizza?

Egy fém zaszl6 sokaknak megdobogtatja a szivét, azonban sotétben nemigen lehet latni. Ezért fogtunk
egy 54 cm széles és 36 cm hosszu csehszlovak zaszI6t és 30 Q/m fajlagos ellenallasu fényszalagokkal vilagitot-
tuk meg. Minden szint kozrezart egy-egy szalag minden oldalrdl, és egyes tartomanyok hataros csticsainal
osszekotottiik a szalagokat. Ezutan a zaszlo két baloldali sarkara 42 V bemeneti fesziiltséget kapcsoltunk.

A biztonsagi technikusunknak azonban voltak fenntartasai az aramkoriink munkabiztonsagat illetGen, ezért
lekapcsolta a fesziiltségforrast, kivalasztott véletlenszertien egy pontot a szalagon és beillesztett egy biztosi-
tékot 2 A névleges aramkorlattal. Mi a valoszintsége annak, hogy a biztositék leolvad, amikor a bemeneti
fesziiltséget ujra bekapcsoljuk?

27 cm

Lujza, a mozdonyvezet6 meghuzta a vészféket a vonaton. A fékek pneumatikusan mikodnek és enyhe
késleltetéssel fejtik ki a hatdsukat: a mozdony kerekei azonnal, az els6 kocsié egy masodperccel késébb, majd
minden ezutan kovetkezd kocsi kerekei 1 s -cel az el§z6 kocsi kerekei utan blokkolédnak.
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A vonatnak 6t kocsija van, mindegyik 20 t, a mozdony stlya 100 t, a kerekek és a sinek kozotti csuszasi
surlodasi egytitthat6 pedig 0,2. Mekkora a teljes féktav, ha a szerelvény fékezés el6tti sebessége {72 km/h?

Adém szeret hidakat épiteni. Ezuttal hirom olyan téglatest alaku épitéelemet valasztott ehhez, ame-
lyeknek élei a > b > c hosszusaguak. Az egyes elemek kozotti, valamint az elemek és a talaj kozotti surlodas
kicsi, ezért Addm nem tud erre hagyatkozni az épitéskor. Mekkora az a legnagyobb tévolsag, amelyet 4t tud
hidalni csak ezen harom elem felhasznalasaval?

Az épitéelemek eliilsé oldalai egy sikban kell legyenek.

Egy hangya egy 1 m sugara és 2 m magassagu, tolcsér alakua siivegcukorra késziil felmaszni. Jelen
pillanatban a cukortolcsér alapjanal alldogal, pontosan délkeletre a cstcstdl. Mi a legrovidebb tavolsag, amit
masznia kell ahhoz, hogy a tolcsér délnyugati oldaldra jusson 1 m magassagban?

Paula talalt otthon négy egyforma, homogén, 2 kg tomeg( és 2 m hosszu rudat. Lelogatta 6ket a pla-
fon egy pontjardl, majd egy-egy 10~* C nagysagu, tomeg nélkiili ponttoltést rogzitett mindegyik rud végére,
aminek hatasara azok taszitani kezdték egymast. Hatdrozza meg a palcak fligg6legessel bezart szoget az
egyensulyi allapotban!

Ennek a problémanak nincs zart-alaku megoldasa. Nyugodtan hasznaljon szamologépet. Valaszat fokban
adja meg, legaldbb egy tizedesjegy pontossaggal.
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Egy teheraut6 50 km/h sebességgel halad az uton. Egy légy repiil vele szembe ugyanekkora a sebesség-
gel. Az titkozés pont ugy zajlik, ahogy varhato; a 1égy pépként szétkenddik a szélvédén. Mennyivel né meg
a pép hémérséklete, ha a 1égy fajlagos hékapacitasa 3 kJ/(kg-K)?

Tételezzétek fel, hogy a szélvéda tokéletesen rugalmatlan, és nem melegszik fel.

Maté a sikeres zarévizsgdja utan egy viddmparkban talalt munkat. A legkedvesebb mutatvanya a hul-
lamvasut egy fliggdleges félhurokkal. Maté a hurok tetején beleiil egy kocsiba, és gyengén elloki magat a
korlaton, hogy elinduljon. Amikor féluton van lefelé, a sebessége v. Mekkora nehézségi gyorsulast fog Maté
érezni (a gravitacids gyorsulas hanyszorosat), amikor a félhurok legalsé pontjan halad at a kocsival?

A légellendllds, a surlodds a kocsi és a pdlya kozott és hasonlo csiinya erdk elhanyagolhatéak.

Jancsi szobdjdban a plafonrol egyforma rugok l6gnak, melyek nyugalmi hosszusaga ismeretlen. A ru-
gok kozel vannak egymashoz. Amikor Jancsi egy rugéba kapaszkodva 16g, 50 cm magasan van a padlo felett.
Amikor két rugoba kapaszkodik, 140 cm magasan van a padlo felett.

Milyen magasan lesz Jancsi a padlo felett, ha harom rugéba kapaszkodva 16g? A plafon Jancsi szobajaban
250 cm magasan van.

Patrik talalt egy kiilonos elektromosan toltott golyot. Hogy tobbet megtudjon rola, egy modern elekt-
romagneses analitikai kamra felhasznaldsaval elemeztette tulajdonsdgait. A kamraban eltekinthetiink a gra-
vitdciotol. A berendezés két részre van felosztva: a bal oldalan homogén, E = 0,8 V/m nagységu elektromos
tér, a jobb oldalan pedig homogén, B = 0,4 T nagysagu magneses tér talalhato. A kiilonos golyot behelyezte
a kamraba, a kirajozolddoé palydjat a mellékelt abra mutatja. Mi volt a golyd kezdeti sebessége?
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A Nilus & meredekségii partjan, h magasan a vizszint felett napozik két homogén, gomb alaku vizilé.
Mindkét vizil6 gomb alaku gyomra a teste kozepén helyezkedik el. Az egyikiik még éhes, a masikuk viszont
mar jollakott a fiibol, vizbdl és elveszett turistakbol allo étkével, amik stiriisége megegyezik a vizildééval. Az
¢hes vizil6 tomege egy nyolcaddal kevesebb, mint a jollakotté.

Amikor mar eleget napoztak, elkezdenek visszagurulni a vizbe. A vizbeéréskor melyik lesz gyorsabb, és
mennyiszer?

Egy vizilé gyomranak tartalma egyiitt forog a vizilo tobbi részével, valamint a sirlodds a Nilus partjan elég
nagy, hogy a vizilovak ne csiisszanak meg.

Lujza leveg6vel felfujt egy 100 g tomeg(i és 10 cm sugaru strandlabdét légkori nyomasura. Ezt kovetéen
elkezdte lassan viz ala nyomni. Mekkora az a legnagyobb lehetséges mélység, ahonnan a labda kiils6 hatas
nélkiil még feljon a viz felszinére, feltéve, hogy a viz hdmérséklete mindenhol allandé?

Kivagtunk egy r sugaru, kor alakd, és egy a oldalhosszu, négyzet alaku lapot egy vékony, o feliileti
stirtiségli fémlemezbdl. Ezutan a két lapot a kozéppontjuk mentén, merélegesen felfiiztiik egy radra. A
korlapot elkezdtiik forgatni w korfrekvenciaval, majd hozzaérintettiik a négyzet alakihoz. Mi lesz a végs6
kozos korfrekvencidja a testeknek azutan, hogy a surlddas miatt bedll egy kozos forgassebesség?

Daniel azt vette észre, hogy ha egy ellenallason aram folyik at, az felmelegszik. A kedvenc ellenallasa,
amit egy alland¢ fesziiltségii telephez kotott, szintén felmelegedett — hosszt idé utdn a hdmérséklete Ti-en
stabilizalédott. Ezutan a kisérlet utdn megismételte mindezt egy masik ellenallassal is. Ez az ellendllds ugyan-
abbdl az anyagbdl késziilt, de minden dimenzdja kétszer akkora volt. Mi a kialakul6 stabil hémérséklete a
masodik ellenallasnak?

Mindkét esetben egy nagy ventillatort iranyitottunk az ellenallasokra, ami elftjta a meleg leveg6t roluk, és
To homérsékleten tartotta a kornyezetiiket. A szamolasban a hdsugarzastol tekintsiink el.

Egy Pozsony utcain tett esti séta soran Szofi észrevette, hogy a kardcsonyi dekoraciok mar fel vannak
szerelve. El6szor elcsodalkozott azon, hogy mar megint novemberben kezd6dik a Karacsony, de aztan ész-
revett egy érdekes, hatagu csillag alaku dekoraciot. Hat rudacskabol késziilt, amelyek egyenként d hossztiak
és m tomegtiek. Igazi fizikusként azonnal kiszamolta a dekoracid tehetetlenségi nyomatékat a csillag sikjara
meroéleges, a kozépponton athaladé tengelyhez mérve. Milyen eredményt kapott?

David az igéretes fizikusi karrierje mellett a modern muvészettel is foglalkozik. Felrohant a padlasra, és
lehozott onnan négy botot, amelyek tomege egyenként m, hossza L, és egy rugét, melynek nyugalmi hossza
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nulla. Ezutan gy alkotott négyszoget a botokbol, hogy azok szabadon foroghassanak a csatlakozasi pontok
koriil, mikozben végig egy sikban maradnak. Osszekapcsolt két szemkozti sarokpontot a rugéval, és ugy
allitotta egy sarokpontjara a muvét, hogy a rugd vizszintes helyzetben legyen. Mekkora a rugd rugéallandéja,
ha a fent leirt elhelyezésben L hossztsagura nyulik?

Az energiavalsag kozepette Jaro el6huzta tiknagyapja g6zgépét az istallobol. Néhany aprobb javitast
kovetéen jobb volt, mint 4j kordban. A masina mosta pV diagramon lathato ciklusnak megfelel6en mikodik.
Mi a gép hatasfoka, ha a gazt idealis, egyatomos gazként kezelhetjiik?

p
4p +

3p+
2p+

p__

Egy parszek ugy volt meghatarozva, mint a tavolsag, amelybdl a Fold keringési sugara egy szogma-
sodperc (1”) alatt latszik. Martin megprobalja kiszamitani egy 2 pc-re 1évé csillag tavolsagat tigy, mintha
a foldpalya sugara onnan nézve 0,5” alatt latszana. Martin kozben rajon, hogy ez nem teljesen helyes, de
mivel ezek a szogek nagyon kicsik, tudja, hogy a relativ hiba elhanyagolhatd lesz. Mégis szeretné tudni: hany
kilométerrel kiilonbozik az igy kapott tavolsag az igazi 2 pc tavolsagtol?

Ha a szamologépetek nem akar egyiittmiikodo lenni, akkor érdemes lehet megprobdlnotok a Taylor-sor hasz-
ndlatdt.

1lau

1 pc 2pc
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Egy tokéletesen fekete, gomb alakt bolygd sajat P teljesitményétél melegszik. Homérséklete kiils6 hatas
nélkiil T értéken stabilizalodik. Most beboritjuk egy, a bolygoval megegyezé sugaru, vékony, gomb alakuy,
fényvisszaverd réteggel. A rétegabeesd sugarzas 80 % -t visszaveri a bolygora, mig a tobbit elnyeli. Mekkora
a réteg egyensulyi hémérséklete, ha nem érinti kozvetlentil a bolygé felszinét?

Tamas egy hatalmas tavcsé megépitését tervezi. Mivel kissé aggddott, hogy a draga f6tiikor konnyen
eltorhet, ezért ugy dontott, hogy iiveg helyett folyékony higanyt hasznal: a higanyt egy nagy lapos talba
ontotte, és a talat w szogsebességgel megporgette.

Mekkora a titkor fokusztavolsaga, ha az homogén, g nehézségi gyorsulasu gravitaciés mezdében van elhelyez-
ve?

Marci bezart egy 100 N/m rugéallandéju és nulla nyugalmi hosszisagt rugét egy 10 cm? alapteriiletd és
10 m magassagu hengerbe. A henger idealis kétatomos gazzal van toltve. Marci hozzaerdsitette a rugo6 egyik
végét a henger aljahoz és a masik végét egy nulla tomegi(i dugattytihoz, ami hermetikusan lezarja a hengert.
Amikor lezarta a hengert a dugattyuval, standard légkori nyomas volt benne, ami nyilvdin megnévekedett,
mire kialakult az egyensulyi hémérséklet és dugattyimagassag.

Mi lesz a latszolagos rugoallanddja a bezart rugdnak kis kitérésekre az egyensulytol?

10 cm

100 N/m

10 cm?

Paula ismét mechanikai rendszereket allit 9ssze. Eztttal harom, homogén rudja van, melyek tome-
ge 2 kg, hossza 2 m, és mindegyiknek talalhat6 a végén egy tomeg nélkiili, 10~ C nagysagu ponttoltés. A
harombdl két rudat egymassal parhuzamosan a vizszintes asztallaphoz ragasztott ugy, hogy a toltéssel nem
rendelkezd végiik Osszeért.

Ezt kovetSen fogta a harmadik rudat és fiigg6leges pozicioban rogzitette egy zsanérral abban a pontban, ahol
az el6z6 két rud osszeért ugy, hogy a toltott vége legyen feliil. A harmadik rudat a zsanér csak a harom elem
altal kifeszitett, fligg6leges sikban engedte szabadon mozogni. Ezutdn enyhén kimozditotta a harmadik rudat
a fiiggoleges poziciojabol, és megfigyelte annak apré rezgéseit. Mi volt a rezgés periodusideje?

# 7 T
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Egyetlen utcai lampa all a molo szélén, amelynek kiilonleges, paraboloid alakd fényvisszaverd lampa-
buraja van. A bura nyildsanak sugara 10 cm, mélysége 7 cm és belso feliilete tokéletesen veri vissza a fényt.

A fokuszaban egy gomb alakau villanykorte talalhato, amelynek sugara 3 cm, és izotrép modon (minden irdny-
ba egyenlGen) sugaroz ki 10 klm-nyi teljes fénydaramot. Mekkora az it éppen a lampa alatt 1év6 pontjanak a
megyvildgitdsa luxban mérve?

Kis szogekre haszndlhato az dsszefiiggés, miszerint sin x ~ tanx ~ x. A villanykorte tokéletesen dtldtszatlan.

3 cm

10 cm

Maté és Jakab felfedezi a Hold felszinét. Maté az északi sarkon landolt, mig Jakab tovdbbment az egyen-
lit6hoz. Rovid id6 mulva Maté talalt egy nagyon érdekes kovet, amit el akart kiildeni Jakabnak analizisre.
Ehhez tudni szeretné, mekkora minimalis sebességgel kell eldobnia a kovet, hogy az elérje a Hold egyenlits-
jét. A Hold tomege M és sugara R.
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Megoldasok

[ 1] To find the centre of mass we need not solve the nonogram at all: we only need to find the distribution
of mass, which is completely described by the numbers in the legend. Of course, we may solve it, but it costs
time, which is at premium during the competition.

We should immediately notice that the nonogram is symmetric around the vertical axis, and that the hori-
zontal coordinate of the centre of mass is the same as that of the centre of the picture. Hence, we only need
to calculate the vertical coordinate of the centre of mass using the numbers in the rows. We assign each row
its weight -6, -5, ...,5, 6 corresponding to its distance from the middle row. Then we sum all the numbers
in each row, multiply the sum by the row’s weight and then sum it all up.! Finally, we divide it by the number
of all coloured squares in the nonogram, which conveniently happens to be exactly 100.

Thus we obtain the vertical coordinate of the centre of mass

6

y:M_ 5_ (—6).9+(—5)-(2+5+2)+...+5.(1+1)+6_9:__17:_017 .
'§6(inj) 9+(2+5+2)+...+(1+1)+9 100
J=— 1

The distance of the centre of mass from the centre of the picture is therefore 0,17 squares.

Marek watches the stream at playback speed vy, = 1,75vg, where v; is the speed of the streamer’s live
broadcast. Since the speeds of streamer’s and Marek’s video do not change, we can use the formula v, =
fum/ta, where fiyr is MareK’s current video time and ¢, is the time measured from the moment Marek turned
on the video. Similarly, we can write vg = fs/ts.

Since Marek wants to catch up with the streamer’s live broadcast, he has to see exactly what the streamer is
broadcasting live. From this we get the condition fs = fy, therefore

Vst =vpity. (2.1)

Furthermore, we know that Marek started at time ¢, = 30 min later, that is, t = ¢, + t,;. By substituting
into the equation 2.1, we get

vst = vp(t —to). (2.2)

Now we substitute v, = 1,75v5 and express the time
7 .
t= gto =70 min, (23)

or, after converting to the hexadecimal system, 61:10:00.

'Real speed devils will notice that the topmost and bottommost rows are the same, and will not lose time with them either.
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The total altitude difference is the difference between the ascended and descended altitudes. On his
way back, the tourist ascends exactly the height he descended before, which is 1447 — 1302 = 145 metres.

[ 4 ] Apartfrom a flag, we see three bodies in a thermal contact. They are made from the same sheet metal, so
their specific heat capacity c is the same. And mass? Mass is proportional to their surface area. Using simple
geometry we can see that if the flag’s mass is M, the blue part has mass % and each of the two trapezoid parts
has mass 3.

From that, we can construct a calorimetric equation in the stable state. The equation states that if all parts of
the flag change their temperature to T, the flag will not receive nor lose any heat:

3IM 3IM M
?C(30 OC—T)+?C(70 OC—T)+ZC(9O OC—T) =0. (41)

Now we may simple divide the equation by ¢ and M (naturally, this temperature does not depend on neither
mass nor material of the flag) and further simplify:

3 3 1
S(30°C=T)+ 2(70°C=T) + (90°C-T) =0°C,

3,3 3.1 1
§-30°C——T+—-70°C——T+—-90°C——T:o°(;, (4.2)
8 8 8 8 4 4

T =60 °C.

Eight people, each scanning a strip of land 2,5 m wide, can be replaced by a single virtual person
scanning a strip of land 20 m wide. The field can be divided into 30 strips, each 10 m wide. We can quickly
calculate that it takes ¢t = 500 s for the team to go through two 10 m strips and in the meantime the tractor
ploughs five strips. After the time ¢, both the team and the tractor are at the other end of the field to their
starting point. After each period ¢ passes, 7 strips have been either searched or ploughed. That means that
the team meets the tractor sometime during the 5¢h period.

In time 4¢, they all start from the same side of the field as at the beginning with 28 strips already searched or
ploughed. That means that four members of the team would encounter the tractor if they did not stop the
search. The team is sad that they have not found anything but at least they can brag that they have searched
an area of

Stcam = 4-500 m - 2-10 m = 40 000 m*. (5.1)

Since we are interested in the fraction that could not be searched, we need to express the total area

Sheld — Steam _ 500 m -300 m — 40000 m? _ 150000 — 40000 _ 11
Sted 500 m - 300 m - 150000 15

(5.2)

[ 6 | Since all our protagonists drive exactly the same way and they abide by the traffic rules, they all start
to accelerate exactly at the point where they exit the village. This means that the distances between the cars
will not remain the same. However, what does stay the same are the time intervals between their cars passing
through any point on the road. This is true, because the movement of each of the cars looks exactly the same
except for a slight time delay. We are only interested in the distance between the first and the last car.
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Before the cars started to accelerate, their speed had been v, = 50 km/h and the distance between the first
and the last car had been d, = 150 m. This means that the time interval between them was t = f—g. After
they accelerated to speed v; = 90 km/h, this interval remained the same, therefore ¢ = %. From this we can
calculate the new distance between the cars as

d
d1=v1t=V1—0 =270 m. (61)
Vo

First of all we need to determine which resistance corresponds to which circuit. Two resistors con-
nected in series always have a larger resistance than if connected in parallel. When connected in series, the
resistance Rg is the sum of individual resistances, therefore

R¢=R{+R,=25 Q. (71)

On the other hand, when connected in parallel, the total resistance Rp is

RiR,
Rp = =4 Q). 7.2
P R1 + R2 ( )

Now we have two equations of two unknowns. For example, we can express R; as R; = 25 Q — R, and plug it
into the second equation. This yields a quadratic equation

R:-25Q-R, +100 Q* =0 Q. (7.3)

Both of its solutions, R, = 5 Q and R, = 20 (), are physically meaningful and can be obtained by merely
swapping the two resistors. Thus the answer to the question is the pair of values 5 () and 20 Q.

Even without the help of the (not very gifted in physics) tourist guide, we know something about the
depth of the well - that is

h-lep o o /P (8.1)
2 g

The tourist guide tells us the relation with his constant k (this one, by the way, is not dimensionless) / = kt.
With this information, we can express the constant k using the relation for the depth of the well as

1 1 [2h [ hg

From this we can express h using only k and g as

h=t (8.3)
8
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@ At the beginning, there was a mass m,, of acetone and myy, of water in the solution. The mass fraction

can be obtained as

x - Mo (9.1)
Mao T Mwo

After Justine returned, there was only m,; of acetone. One third of the acetone and one tenth of water had
evaporated, so

2 d 0 (9.2)
Mp = —m an My, = — Myyp. )
A1 3MMAo Vi = 19 Mvo
The new mass fraction is
5 m
X=-—A (9.3)
6 may + Mw

From this equation, we express X and plug it into the equation 9.1. Then we substitute masses from equation
9.2 to obtain

Mao _ § mai
Mpo + Mwo 5 Mpp+ My
3
SMar 6  my

3 10 -z
SMar+ gMwr O May + My

%mmz + %mmmv\n = g%mmz + g%mmmm (04)
3 3 63 610
EmAl + EmWI = EEMAI + ggmm
5

may = §mw1-

We divided both the equations by m,;, which is definitely nonzero. Now, let’s get back to the equation 9.3,
where we can plug m,; = ngl and see that the result is
%mm 5

3
2 ="X = X=-:4286%. (9.5)
smwi+mw 6 7

First we need to realize that the origins of all torques are the plane of a chandelier. While all five candles
are on the chandelier, all torques are balanced and the chandelier is in equilibrium. Once a candle falls off,
the symmetry of the torques is disturbed and the chandelier will rotate until its centre of mass has minimal
altitude. That means that the empty arm will move to the highest possible point, which occurs when the
angle between the plane of the chandelier and the horizontal plane is 90°.

If we kept pouring sand in one place, we would create a cone with surface slanted at an angle 3. By
taking the union of all such cones that can fit onto the parcel we obtain a shape shown in figure 11.1.
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11.1. Abra: Side view

This is a triangular prism truncated on both sides. We can split this shape into three parts - a triangular
prism and two half-pyramids that can be merged into a single pyramid with sides slanted at angle . Let
us first calculate its height. Slicing the pyramid with a plane perpendicular to the base creates an isosceles
triangle with base b and two equal angles 3. The height of the triangle is then

h= gtanﬁ. (11.1)

Since all faces of the pyramid form an angle  with the horizontal plane, it must be a right pyramid and its
base must be a square with side length b. With this knowledge we can easily deduce that the triangular prism
has length d = a - b and its volume is thus

2
Vh:SP-d=%d=%(a—b)tanﬁ. (11.2)

The volume of the pyramid can be calculated easily as

1 b3
Vi: gsphzgtanﬁ (113)
and the maximum volume of sand is therefore
3a-b
V=Vh+V,-=( ¢ )bztan[)’. (11.4)

Average speed v(t) at any given time t is calculated as the distance travelled during the time interval ¢
divided by the time ¢, in our case since t = 0. Therefore
s(t)

v(t) = == (12.1)

In other words, we can choose any time ¢ in the graph and calculate the distance that has been travelled until
then. The we plug these values into the formula for average speed. If we do this for all values of t, we can
simply find the maximum of v(¢). It can, however, be easily seen from the graph in the picture 12.1. Let us
modify the formula for average speed so that ¢ is the independent variable:

s(t) =v(1)t. (12.2)
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s/km‘

42 T
36 T
30 T
24 1
18 1

12 1

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 t/min

12.1. Abra: Angle ¢, is smaller than ¢, which means that v(t,) < v(t,).

Now we can see that v(¢) is the slope of the line in the graph. Thus, if we want to find the maximum of v(t),
we only need to find the line with the steepest slope, that is, the line for which the angle from the x axis is
the largest. We can see in the graph that this occurs at = 70 min and it is exactly

42
v(t) = 2 km/min = 36 km/h. (12.3)

Since we can distinguish the guests by their names, there are 5! = 120 possible permutations of how the
tea cups can be assigned. This looks difficult, but we can quickly eliminate a lot of them.

To keep the seesaw balanced, the moments of force from both sides must be equal. Let’s denote the saucers
k_», k_1, ko, k1 a k4, and assign the weights 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to them. If the distance between two saucers is
w and the mass of the smallest one is m1, in the equation describing moments of force w, m and g cancel out
and we are left with the equation

k_omg2w + k_ymgw = k,ymgw + k,,mg2w //mgw
(13.1)

2k_2 + k_1 = k+1 + 2k+2.

At a distance w from the centre the masses of cups must have the same parity - if k_; i is odd, then k., is
also odd and vice versa; otherwise, the moments of force from the left and right side would have different
parity. This cannout be balanced out by any combination of cups at k,,. And the final observation - to every
solution we can unambiguously assign its mirror image.

Starting with the heaviest cup, we need to examine three cases:

o If we put it to k_,, at k,, we need to place the cup with mass 4m - otherwise, we wouldn't be able to
balance the seesaw. From the parity condition, at k; we need to place the cups with masses m and 3m,
and the solution is determined as5:1:2:3:40r4:3:2:1:5.

o If we put the heaviest cup to k_;, from the parity condition we know that k; must be occupied by a cup
whose mass is an odd multiple of m. That means we have two options:
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- if we put the cup with mass m there, the difference between k., must be 2m, which results in
solutions2:5:3:1:4and4:1:3:5:2;

- if we put the cup with mass 3m there, the difference between k., must be m, which uniquely de-
termines the solutions1:5:4:3:2and2:3:4:5:1.
« Finally, if we place the heaviest cup onto the pivot, the parity condition leaves only two options for us,
- if positions k., are occupied by cups with masses that are even multiplies of m, we are unable to
put m and 3m cups onto the ends and maintain balance;

- and in the other case, positions k., are occupied by cups with masses that are even multiplies of m,
and again, we quickly find that we cannot balance the seesaw anymore.

We have analyzed all 120 permutations and found that only six of them are valid.

If we dumped all the dirt at one place, we would get a cone with slant angle 8. In the image below we
see figure we will get by taking the union of all such cones.

- - - - o o o o o e (S e — o -

14.1. Abra: Pohlad zhora

Let s be the distance between the outer edge of our construction and the projection of the monument base.
Since the slant angle is B everywhere, this distance will be the same everywhere. We can express it as

cot[3’=% = s=hcotp.

Now we need to realise that we can divide our figure into several parts. In the corners, we will get four
quarters of a cone with radius s and height /. Then we have four orthogonal prisms which can be joined into
one long prism. Its height is 2a + 2b and its nase is a right triangle with sides h and s. The last part will be a
cuboid with sides a - b - h. Their volumes are

1 1
Veone = gﬂszh = gﬂh?’ cot? f,

Veuboid = abh,
hs h?
Vprisms = SP(Za + 2b) = ?(Za + Zb) = ?(2(1 + Zb) COtﬂ
and the final volume is

1
V' = Vione + Veuboid + Virisms = 3”h3 cot? B + abh + h*(a + b) cot .
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After plugging in the values we find out that William will need approximately 391,27 m? of soil.

If there are two cogwheels touching each other, they must have equal tangential speeds, but opposite
directions of rotation. This means that all small gears will have equal tangential speeds (same as the tangential
velocity of the bigger wheel), which is also the speed with which the belt moves. We can express it as 36 cogs
per one rotation of the bigger wheel. Let us denote the with of one cog as d. Then one rotation of the large
cogwheel corresponds to a movement of the belt by 36d. The only thing we need to calculate now is the
length of the belt.

15.1. Abra: Geometry of the belt

In the picture we can see that the belt consists of four arc of 90° which we can put together to make one full
circle with circumference 16d. The rest of the belt consists of four line segments of length /, which is also the
distance between the centers of two adjacent small wheels. We can calculate it as the diagonal of a square
with side length R + r, where R is the radius of the bigger wheel, or R = 2%, and r is the radius of the smaller
wheel, or r = %4 Each of the four line segments then has length

V2(R+7) = Md.

(15.1)

The length of the belt is (16 + 104%)61 and in one revolution of the bigger wheel it moves by 36d. It will
therefore take

(16+1042)d 4 5613
- 0 = — 4
36d 9 9m
revolutions of the large cogwheel for the belt to make one revolution.

= 1,745 (15.2)

Let us just add, that if the belt has teeth as well, then its length must be an integer multiple of the width of
one cog. Furthermore, if we want all gears to work equally hard, then this integer multiple must be divisible
by four. In that case we find that the length of the belt must be 64d, therefore the bigger gear must rotate

64d - :
3ed = 1,78-times.

The atmospheric pressure on Mars is much lower than on the Earth, so the barometer should display
a much lower value. However, we must not forget that the barometer measures the relationship between the
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atmospheric pressure and the hydrostatic pressure in mercury — which also depends on the magnitude of
acceleration due to gravity which is different on Mars.

The gravitational acceleration is given by

GM,
g5 = , (16.1)
RS,
and on small scales the hydrostatic pressure is
p=pgh, (16.2)
SO We can express
RZ
_ PR (16.3)
pGM

After plugging in the numerical values from the table of constants or other sources we find out that the height
of the mercury column is about 12 mm.

To calculate the work we need to know the magnitude of the force F stretching the string. Let us draw
the picture 17.1. Let the string be inclined from the vertical by angle a. Two forces are now acting on the
point mass - force F from the string and the force of gravity mg. The point is moving with angular velocity
w on a circle with radius ¢sin a.

L1

|
al

17.1. Abra: Forces acting on the point mass.

To keep it on a circular trajectory, some centripetal force with magnitude mw?€ sin « must be act on the point
mass. The only force with a horizontal component is the force F coming from the string, so we may write
the equation

Fsina = mw*¢sina = F = maw?®. (17.1)

The work Wihlelmina does while pulling the string by a small distance A¢ is then simply

dW = maw?e A¢. (17.2)

At first, let is calculate the dimensions of the flag and use them to find the resistances of the luminous
strips. To find the lengths we need nothing more complicated than the Pythagorean theorem. By multiplying
the lengths by resistivity 30 {2/m we obtain their respective restistances, which are displayed in the picture
18.1.
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18.1. Abra: Luminous strips as resistors.

The pair of strips between the white and the red part is interesting — on both of their ends, the potentials
are equal. How do we prove this? We could use a simple trick — if we mirror the entire circuit so that the
supplying wires are displayed onto each other and the circuit does not change, the points that are displayed
onto themselves must have equal potentials. Now, you may ask, is this fact useful for us? Yes, it is! If two
points are equal potentials, no current flows between them, even if there is a wire. Hence we may cut the
wire and it will not affect the circuit in any way.

10,8 Q
9,73 Q
43,2 Q)

18.2. Abra: Wires with current, after their resistance was calculated.

Now we are left with a combination of resistors connected only in series or in parallel. The voltage drop on
every single branch will be equal to the supply voltage, 42 V. We do know their resistances and that means
the current in each of the branches can be calculated using Ohm’s law, I = £. The branch with resistance of
9,73 Q) is composed from two equal parallel branches; so half of the current will flow through each of them.
From left to right, the currents in the branches are 3,89, 2,16, 2,16 és 0,97 A. Currents higher than 2 A -
currents blowing a fuse - flow only in the branches displayed as thick lines.
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54 cm

w Q1

227 cm

36 cm

w Q1

54 cm

18.3. Abra: Lenghts of luminous strips, thick lines do denote strips with current higher than 2 A.

What is the probability that the technician cuts somewhere in these places? We can calculate that as the ratio
of the length of these strips to the sum of all the strips’ lengths,

N 165,8 cm

N —" " % 0,456 = 46 %. (18.1)
363,8 cm

An emergency brake must slow the train down in the shortest possible distance, and that is determined
by the coeflicient of friction. THe mass of the train remains the same (m =100 t + 5-20 t = 200 t), but the
braking force can only come from the vehicles whose brakes are already active. It will be equal to F = ym’g
where m’ is the total mass of the braking vehicles and y is the coefficient of dynamic friction. The deceleration
of the train is then

o F_wmg (19.1)
m

When Lucy activates the brakes, the deceleration will be

10° kg

- 2 _ 2
= 5 ke -0,2-10 m/s* =1m/s. (19.2)
After each second, it increases by extra
20t
Aa =0,2- ——-10 m/s* = 0,2 m/s (19.3)
200t

until it reaches its maximal value g, = a¢ + 5Aa = 2 m/s? and then train will decelerate at this rate until
it comes to a halt. This can be readily expressed in mathematical formula, but during the competition it is
probably easier and faster to draw everything (see picture 19.1) and write into the table 19.1.

https://physics.naboj.org/ 22 info-hu@physics.naboj.org


https://physics.naboj.org/
mailto:info-hu@physics.naboj.org

o e ,
e 25. Naboj Fizika, 2022 Megolddsok
v/ m-s!
20}y 19,0
Xw)g
1 184 16,4
s TR s
1 13,9 13
12 \6»:(5\'
S1 Sz
8 R A

Ss5

1 2 3 4 5

19.1. Abra: The speed of the train as a function of time

In each interval the train uniformly decelerates from speed v; to a lower speed w; = v; — a; At;, whicih

means we can express its average speed in this interval as the mean of the speeds at its beginning and its

end. Furthermore, v;,; = w;, since its speed has to be continuous. The last interval is special: all vehicles are

braking and the train will slow down until it stops. From the speed of vs = 13 m/s and at a rate of 2 m/s? this
169

will take 6,5 s and the travelled distance will be s; = %= m = 42,25 m. Finally we express the distance travelled

in each interval as the product of its length and the train’s average speed in it, s; = v; - At,;.

19.1. Tablazat: Instantaneous decelerations and the corresponding distance.

number of

braking

vehicles At; /s F; | kN a; | m/s? v; / m/s w; / m/s v;/m/s s;i/m
0 1 200 1,0 20,0 19,0 19,5 19,50
1 1 240 1,2 19,0 17,8 18,4 18,40
2 1 280 1,4 17,8 16,4 17,1 17,10
3 1 320 1,6 16,4 14,8 15,6 15,60
4 1 360 1,8 14,8 13,0 13,9 13,90
5 6,5 400 2 13,0 0,0 6,5 42,25

Now we only need to sum everything and we find out that the total braking distance is 126,75 m.

First we need to realize, that the blocks must be oriented horizontally, because otherwise if the blocks
were tilted at an angle, then due to low friction, the blocks would start slipping and they would fall into the
pit. Thus the solution will consist of two blocks placed on the floor, each one protruding into the gap by
length x. The third block will be placed on these two blocks in such a way, that it will only be supported by
their edges (see figure 20.1).
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20.1. Abra: The bridge with maximal span.

Thus we need to figure out the maximum distance x by which the blocks can protrude over the gap. For the
blocks to not fall into the pit, the total torque produced by forces acting on the lower blocks must be zero.
Let us choose one of these lower blocks and for the axis of rotation, we will choose the edge of the gap. The
gravitational force acts in the block’s center of mass, which is in distance a/2 — x from the axis, and the upper
block acts with force mg/2 in the edge of the block, at distance x from the axis of rotation. This yields

mg(% - x) = %x. (20.1)

From this we see that x = a/3 and the total span of the bridge is

5
d=2x+a-= ga. (20.2)

FIndin the minimal distance between two points on a cone may seem difficult, but it is not so, since
its surface can be unrolled into a flat plane. The base of the cone is not important in this case and we are left
with a disk sector.

2 VR2 + H?

5]

2nR
21.1. Abra: Surface development of the cone.

As the radius of the base is R, the curved part of its circumference must be 277R long. Its radius is VR? + H?,

as it is the hypotenuse of a right triangle with sides R (the radius of the cone’s base) and H (its height). The

angle at the apex of the disk sector is ¢ = \/% and the ant wants to traverse 90° on the cone, which means

it will need to travel an angle of ¢/4 on the developed surface.

On a plane the shortest route is obviously a straight line. If we connect its endpoints with the apex, we obtain
a triangle where we can apply the law of cosines. We already know the central angle ¢/4, the distance to
the beginning is obviously r, = VVR? + H? and the distance to the endpoint is r, = 1/R? + H? since it scales
linearly with altitude and the ant wants to get halfway up.
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Now let us denote the unknown distance x. From the cosine law
x? :rlz+r§—2r1r2cos£, (21.1)

which, after substituting for ry, , and ¢ yields

5 R
x=VR2+H?*/[/=- _— 21.2
“ \/4 oS RS (21.2)

After plugging in the physical dimensions we see that x = 1,56 m.

Forces applied on a stick are gravitational force pointing downwards and electric forces from other
electric charges pointing in different horizontal directions. And there is of course normal force from ceiling,
so the whole system is in the state of equilibrium. However, this force is unknown, therefore we need to find
other way to solve this problem. The entire system is stationary, that means the sticks aren’t rotating and we
need to zero the torques.

Let us denote electric charge as g, mass of the stick m and its length d. From symmetry of the problem, we
can assume that the sticks create a pyramid with a square base with a side length r and diagonal length +/2r.
We can choose any of the four sticks and write equations with forces from nearest charges. Both electric

charges have the magnitude
2

__ 14
4reyr?

(22.1)

el

and they are proportional to each other. Therefore, magnitude of the net force is \/2F,; and vector of net force
is oriented from the centre of the square to the charge, where te force is applied. Magnitude of the electric
force from the farthest charge is

e
 dmey(V2r)?
So the total net force applied on the charge has magnitude F, = V/2F,, + F,, and it is oriented from the centre

of the square. Gravitational force is oriented downwards and it is applied in the centre of mass of the stick as
shown in the figure 22.1.

E., (22.2)

22.1. Abra: Sily pésobiace na jednu palicku.
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2r

The botom segment of the triangle is half of the square diagonal, so its length is *5*. We can also notice from

the figure that r = Z-d sin ¢.

2 1
mg% sing = q—(— + \/E)dcosgo

4megr2\2
d . q* 1
mg sing = o 2(5 + \/E)dcosgo (22.3)
4ﬂ80<%d sin q))

<3 2
sin” ¢ q (1+\/§)

cosp  4megd?mg\2

At this point we see that this problem doesn’t have a closed-form solution, so we can’'t express ¢ directly.
However, we can use calculator and try to guess (wisely) the answer. With a quick binary search we should
find out that the answer is ¢ = 68°.

Let us denote the mass of the lorry M and the mass of the fly m. Let the velocity of the lorry be v,
the velocity of the fly —v and the velocity of both of them after the collision u. The law of conservation of
momentum gives
M-m
= v.
M+m

My-mv=(M+m)u = u (23.1)

The collision is inelastic so energy is not conserved. The difference between the energy before and after the
collision is equal to the heat created by the collision

Q-= %M(VZ —u?) + %m((—v)2 - u?)

(23.2)
Mm

Mass of the lorry is, obviously, much larger than mass of the fly, therefore we can neglect m in the denomi-
nator. Therefore

Q ~2mv2. (23.3)

The problem statement says that all heat is spent to increase the former fly, so

Q = mc At. (23.4)

After joining the last two equations, we obtain

2 2
AT ~ 22 v 013 °C. (23.5)
C

In the beginning, Matthew has zero velocity, therefore zero kinetic energy. However, when he gets to
the point with velocity v, his potential energy decreases by mgr. Since we don’t consider friction and drag
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force, his kinetic energy increases by this factor. His velocity is well-known, so we can find the radius from
the law of conservation of energy

1 y2

—mv? = =—. 24.1
mv-=mgr = r 22 ( )

2

When he gets to the lowest point of the loop his kinetic energy increases again by the mgr, so mv? = 2mgr.
New velocity, we can call it w, will be \/2 times greater. Therefore, we can express magnitude of centripetal
force as

w? 202 2v%.2¢
aC:—:—:

PR 2 =4g. (24.2)

Final acceleration is independent of the radius of the loop and his velocity v. Apart from centripetal force,

Matthew also feels reaction from gravitational force with magnitude g, therefore total g-force in the lowest
pointis 5g.

First, let us show what happens if we connect the springs in parallel. The resultant force from the
springs is the sum of the forces from the individual springs. At the same time the extension of the individual
springs is the same as the extension of the whole system, thus we get

F=F+F
k-Ax =k -Ax+k,-Ax (25.1)
k =k + k.

We can see that if we have two identical springs in parallel, they act like one spring with double the stiffness.
If we have n springs, they will act like a single spring that is » times stiffer.

We know from the statement that each spring has an unknown rest length, which we will denote as s. We
also know that when Joe hangs on one spring, his distance from the ground is 50 cm - the extension of the
spring Ax; together with the spring’s rest length s is 200 cm. When he hangs on two springs, the extension
of the springs Ax, together with their rest length s is 110 cm (because it is 140 cm above the ground). And
when he hangs on three springs, the extension of the springs is Ax;. Together with the rest length s we get
the desired distance which we can label as y.

With this notation, we get the equations of force,
F= mg= kAx; = 2k Ax, = 3k Axs,
Axl = 2 AXZ = 3 AX3, (252)

200cm-s= 2(l10cm-s) = 3(y-s).
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From this we can easily calculate the rest length of the springs

200cm-s=220cm-2s = s=20cm. (25.3)

Once we know s, calculating the distance from the ceiling v is trivial

3y-3s=200cm-s = y=80cm. (25.4)

To find Joe’s distance from the ground, we only need to subtract this from the total height of the room, so
the result is 250 cm — y = 170 cm.

Let’s review our knowledge of the forces acting on a charged particle in an electric and in a magnetic
field first. In the electric field, the acting force is the electric force

F.=QE, (26.1)
where Q is the particle’s charge; in a magnetic field, the acting force is the magnetic force
Fn=Q(V x B), (26.2)

where v is the particlé’s velocity. The electric force is either in the direction of the particle or in the opposite
direction, depending on the particle charge; the magnetic force is perpendicular to the magnetic field and
the particle velocity vector. Concluding from these statements, the electric force can change the particle’s
speed, while the magnetic force can only alter its direction, i. e. it is a centripetal force.

1m

26.1. Abra: The motion of the ball

Let’s analyze the motion of the ball. We will denote the horizontal coordinate as x and the vertical one as y.
In the figure 26.1, the ball’s trajectory is traced, but its direction is not marked. However, a simple algorithm
is sufficient for its determination. Let’s assume the ball first traverses the magnetic field, then enters the
electric field. From the trajectory curvature in the magnetic field it is clear the ball’s charge is positive. When
a positively charged particle enters the electric field, the electric force and intensity are identically oriented.
Therefore the ball is accelerated in the direction to the left, which is in accordance with our observation
from 26.1, where the x coordinate augments together with the y coordinate. If the ball were to move in the
opposite direction, from the traced trajectory in the electric field it would seem the ball is decelerating, so it
would be positively charged. However, such an assumption would suggest the curvature should be opposite
after the ball enters the magnetic field.
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Let the ball’s speed be v. The magnetic field is perpendicular to the trajectory plane, and it will always be
perpendicular to the velocity vector, therefore the magnitude of the magnetic force is

E, = QvB. (26.3)

The magnetic force is centripetal, therefore

mvy? %
QvB=— = g =—,
r m  Br
where m is the ball's mass. Since m is constant, the ball’s trajectory is a circle. From the 26.1, its radius is
r = 5 m. Again, from the direction of the curvature, the charge of the ball is positive.

The ball transits from the magnetic to the electric field. There cannot be any non-uniformity in the change
of the velocity vector, as this would mean an infinite force acting in this point. From the figure we see that
once the ball enters the electric field, it moves in the direction of the y coordinate with the same speed it had
in the magnetic field, v. Let’s assume the ball stays in the electric field for a time interval ¢, during which it
traverses a distance of Ay = 5 m in direction y, and a of distance Ax = 10 m in the direction x. There is no
acting force in the y direction, therefore

Ay =vt;
in the x direction, the acting force is
F. = QE,
which describes a uniformly accelerated motion with acceleration
QE
a=—
m
and with a zero initial velocity. Therefore
1QE
ax=12p (26.4)
2 m

After eliminatng time from these equations we obtain
1QE(AyY’
- LOE(L2Y)

2m\v

in which we recognize a parabola.

Substituting <, we get

2 2
Ax = 1lE(ﬂ) = y= EE_(A)/)

i = . (26.5)
2 Br v 2B rAx

For the numerical values given in the problem statement and seeing the figure 26.1, we can calculate that
v =0,5m/s.

A full hippo is a solid ball with radius r and mass m. The moment of inertia of a ball is

2
L:gm#. (27.1)
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What about the hungry hippo? Its shape is a sphere (a full hippo) without a stomach. To find the moment
of inertia, we’ll have to subtract the moment of inertia of the stomach from the previous result. The stomach
is a sphere with mass m/8, so its radius is r/2. The moment of inerta of the second hippo is then

2 2 231
I = “mr? - _ﬂ(f) = mrt. (27.2)
5 58\2 80

Now, let’s think of the energy conservation law! Let the hippos lie at an altitude h over the Nile’s water level;
that does mean that during their roll the hippos have to descent by /. The potential energy of the full hippo
will decrease by mgh; this energy is going to transform into rotational and translational parts of hippo’s
kinetic energy. Angular speed can be determined as w = v/r, because the hippo is not slipping. For the full
hippo we obtain

2 2
1 1

= —mvi + —mv} (27.3)
5 2
7

= —mvi,
10

from which we can express
10
v = 7gh. (27.4)

Then we do the same for a hungry hippo. We have to remember that this hippo’s mass is only Zm. Therefore

7 1 v2)2 17
—mgh=—-L|—=| +--mv
88" =5 2( r) 28"
31 7
= —mvi+ —mv; (27.5)
160 16
01,
160

and from that

140
-\/—gh. 27.6
2=\ 1018 (27.6)

v _v20 (27.7)
Vs 14 '

The ratio of these speeds is

with the full hippo being faster.

When the ball is being submerged into the lake, the hydrostatic pressure slowly rises and compresses
the ball. When the ball shrinks so much that its average density exceeds the density of water, the weight of
the ball definitively overtakes the buoyant force and the ball will no longer emerge on its own. Let us denote
the mass of the empty ball m = 0,1kg, Ry its radius and V, = 2R3 ~ 0,0042 m? its volume outside the water.
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When Lucy inflates the ball, its total mass increases by the mass of the air to
M=m+ VoPa, (281)

where p, is the density of air at standard temperature and pressure. Since Lucy submerges the ball very
slowly, the temperature of the gas remains equal to the temperature of water during the entire process. Thus
we have an isothermal process, where the equation pV = const holds.

The pressure at the water surface is just the atmospheric pressure po. In depth h under the surface, this
pressure increases by hydrostatic pressure p,, gh, where p,, is the density of water. Let us denote the volume
of the ball in depth h as V. Then the isothermal process yields

poVo = (po+ pugh)V. (28.2)

From this equation we can easily express the volume of the ball in depth 4 as

V=y,— 2o
Po

. 28.3
T (28.3)

If we want to find the critical depth, we need to set the average density of the ball equal to the density of
water, therefore

L), 28.4
v =P (28.4)

Now we only need to plug the mass M from equation 28.1 and volume V of the ball from equation 28.3 into
this to get

m+ V
P - b, (28.5)
Vi
0 po+pwgh
and express the depth h. The answer is
47R3p,,
= Po [P ) 390 m, (28.6)
pwg\3m +4nR;p,

Since there is no momentum of force acting on the system from the outside of it, the angular momen-
tum is conserved. The energy is not conserved since there is friction and thus some energy is converted into
heat. If I; is moment of inertia of the disc, the initial angular momentum is L = [, w.

After the square with moment of inertia I, starts rotating, the total moment of inertia is I; + I, and the angular
frequency drops to w’. The angular momentum is therefore L = (I;+1,)w’. The law of conservation of angular
momentum gives

Iy
L+1

/

w. (29.1)

The remaining part is to plug in the moments of inertia. Moment of inertia of a homogeneous disc I = 3m;r?
which is I; = Jor* when expressed with area density. Moment of inertia of a homogeneous square rotating
around its centre can be determined using the parallel axis theorem and the fact that a square comprises of
four smaller squares rotating around their corners. The moment of inertia of a square is I, = Km,a* = Koa*
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with an unknown constant K. It is an additive physical property so it can be expressed as a sum of moments
of inertia of four smaller squares with side § and mass 7' and the rotation axis in the distance / = NG from

their centre of mass. Their constant K is still the same because they are squares. Using the parallel axis
theorem we obtain

2 4 2 2
Kmya® =4 K@(E) +@lz),K0a4 =4 KO'(E) +0(E) L) ,
a\2) "4 2 VACNG

" (29.2)

Moment of inertia of the square is therefore I, = £ 0a* and the final angular frequency is

s
I _ 2

= w= w.
Zort+ é0a4 3rt + at

4

or 3mrt

(29.3)

When electric current flows through a resistor, its temperature increases due to Joule heat. Heat from
the resistor is flowing to surrounding air and we know that this heat is proportional to the temperature
difference between the resistor and surroundings. The power of the resistor is

U2

P.=Ul=—. (30.1)

and the power of heat flowing away is
P_=kS AT, (30.2)

where S is the area of resistor and AT is the temperature difference. After along time, the temperature of the
resistor is constant, which means that all heat produced by resistor is flowing to the surroundings, so we can
write P, = P_
U? U?
— =kSAT = AT=_—. 30.3
R RkS (303)

Moreover, we can express the resistance of a conductor with length € and cross-sectional area S as

R= pg, (30.4)

where p is the resistivity of material. If we increase the proportions of the conductor by factor «, ¢ also
increases by factor & and S increases by a?. This scaling is independent of the shape of the conductor, that
means if we had a conductor with different cross-section areas, every cross-section area would still scale by
factor a. Therefore, we can think of the resistor as of an imperfect conductor. If we scale its size by factor «,
its resistivity always decreases by «.

After a long time, the scaled resistor reaches its equilibrium temperature 7, and the temperature difference
with respect to the surrounding medium is AT, = T, — T;,. With this knowledge we can simplify equation
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30.3
Ur 10?1
Rka2S  aRKS «

AT, = (30.5)

Moreover, we know that a = 2, so AT, = 1 AT. The temperature difference for the small resistor is AT =
T, — To, and for the big resistor it is AT = T, — Ty, from where we can express

T+ T

T, 5

The moment of inertia of the star can be calculated as the sum of all the moments of inertia from the
individual rods about the axis passing through the centre of the star. The moment of inertia of a single rod
with mass m and length d about its center of mass is Iy = -md?. If we want to calculate the moment of
inertia about a different axis, we can use the parallel axis theorem, which states that if the new axis is parallel
to the original axis, the new moment of inertia can be calculated as

I=1I,+mx? (31.1)

where x is the distance between the two axes.

In case of the star, the distance between the axis passing through the center of the rod and the axis passing
through the center of the star is one third of the length of the median of the equilateral ,,triangles” that the
star is made out of. The length of the median of such a triangle can be determined using the Pythagorean
theorem as

d\: V3
a=\|d - (—) _V3, (31.2)
2 2
The moment of inertia of the star about its center is then
a\’ 1 2 1 2 2
I=6|1,+m| - =6 —md* + —md* | = md". (31.3)
3 12 12

The stiffness of the spring in Dave’s work of art can be calculated using the method of virtual work. It
states that if the system is displaced from its equilibrium position by an infinitesimal amount, its energy does
not change. The work of art is symmetric around the vertical axis, therefore it is enough if we look on one of
its halves, the other must remain symmetric.

32.1. Abra: Proportions of the ,,artwork® in equilibrium position
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Dave’s system is in its equilibrium when the spring is stretched to length L. Then we can calculate the height
of the system (let us denote it as 2h) using the Pythagorean theorem

2
L? = (%) +h:, = h= ?L. (32.1)

The total potential energy of the system can be calculated as the sum of gravitational potential energies of
the four sticks and the potential energy of the spring with stiffness k. In equilibrium, the center of mass of
the two sticks is at height # and for the other two sticks at height 2. Therefore the energy is

Y 3 Yerz - L
E—2(2mgh+ 2mgh)+2kL —4mgh+2kL. (32.2)

Now suppose that the spring is stretched by an infinitesimal distance dx. Since the length of the sticks cannot
change, the height h will change to h + Ah, while the Pythagoras theorem must still hold:

2
L?= (L +2dx) + (h+dh). (32.3)

Neglecting the infinitesimal changes of second order, i. e. (dx)? and (dh)?, yields a relation between the
height and the length of the spring

L
=-—dx. 2.4
dh "y dx (32.4)

Now let us look on the energy, where we are again neglecting the infinitesimal changes in second order

E=4mg(h+dh) + %k(L +dx)® ~ amg(h + dh) + %k(LZ +2Ldx). (32.5)

Since the energy cannot change, we get

0=4mgdh+kLdx = (—mg% +kL) dx. (32.6)

Rearanging and plugging the height h into the equation gives us the stiffness of the spring,

mg_ 2 mg

h 3L’

(32.7)

Let us denote the significant states of the gas by numbers from 1 to 6, as shown in the figure 33.1. The
lowest temperature of the gas is is in point 1 and the highest is in state 4. Let the temperature in state 1 be
T, = T. Then we can calculate the temperature in any other point using the ideal gas law, hence for any of
these significant states we know the volume, pressure, and temperature.
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33.1. Abra: pV diagram so zakreslenymi vyznacnymi stavmi.

We are interested in the efficiency of the engine. That is defined as the ratio of the work gained from the cycle
to the total heat supplied into the gas
w

) Qin.

h (33.1)

Let us begin with the work. With a small change in volume AV the work done by gas equals AW = p AV.
Geometrically, on the pV-diagram, it corresponds to the area of a small rectangle with width AV stretching
from the curve to the V-axis. The total work done by the gas between two states is therefore equal to the area
under the curve between these two states. The work between states 1 and 4 is positive, i. e. work is done by
the gas, and the work between the states 4 and 1 is negative, which means that the work is done on the gas.
The total work done by the gas is then equal to the area enclosed by the curve?

W= (2 + g) V. (33.2)

Now let’s look on the supplied heat. The first law of thermodynamics tells us that the heat supplied to the
system will be spent on work and change in internal energy

Q=W+AU. (33.3)

However, the internal energy is directly proportional to temperature. Each molecular degree of freedom
contributes to the internal energy by amount 1k T, and since all of these molecules have three degrees of
freedom® and there are N molecules, so

AU = gNk AT. (33.4)

We only supply heat to the cycle between states 1 and 4. The temperature in state 4 is by the ideal gas law
equal to
_ P4V T

3p3V
ity 037
1Vv1

T.
4 v

T =9T. (33.5)

*Two rectangles p x V and two quarterellipses with semi axes pa V.
*The gas is monoatomic, therefore has three translational degrees and zero rotional.
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The change in internal energy is then
3

and the work done by the gas between these two states is

Wi, = (5 . Z) V. (33.7)
The total supplied heat is then
Qi = Wiy + AUy, = (5 + g) pV +12NkT. (33.8)
Using the ideal gas law pV = NkT we get
m
Qin = (17 + Z) pv. (33.9)

If we plug this into the definition of efficiency, we get

(2+%)

=~ 27 202=20%. (33.10)
a7

Geometrically, the problem is not that complicated, but the calculation is going to be a bit harder. From
the picture, we see that for a real distance of two parsecs

2pco 22 (34.1)
pe= tan1” )
and for Martin’s unit P
lau
P = . 34.2
tan 0,5” ( )
We are interested in the difference
lau 2 au

P—2pc _ (34.3)

" tan0,5” tanl”’

And here is the problem. 1” is a really small angle and the number of metres in one parsec is really huge.
When subtracting two numbers that differ somewhere around the twelfth digit, the calculator rounds them
in its memory and provides only a result which is really inaccurate, or it may even tell us it is zero.*

Let us use the Taylor expansion of the tangent function:

1 2 17
tanx = x+ x>+ —x°+ —x’ + ... (34.4)
15 315

*A computer can do it. But you are not supposed to have one during Naboj. A good calculator may be able to calculate it too
- if you have one, youre done here.

https://physics.naboj.org/ 36 info-hu@physics.naboj.org


https://physics.naboj.org/
mailto:info-hu@physics.naboj.org

=

€k 25. Néboj Fizika, 2022 Megolddsok

Considering the required accuracy of 1 km, a rough estimate tells us that using the first different term of
expansion should be sufficient. Using this third-order term, we get

1 1
2pcw --2au and P - -lau, (34.5)
X+ x? L ()
2773
where x is 1”.
After some simplification, we obtain
2 1 1
P-2pcw — - ———|-1lau. (34.6)
xX\1+3  1+%
After these Taylor atrocities we will lose nothing if we also linearize
1
~1-x, (34.7)
1+x
which lets us simplify the equation 34.3 to
2 x? x? 2 x? X
P-2 czlau-—(l———1+—):lau-——zlau-—. 34.8
P A3 x4 2 (348)

Now we plug x = 1" = = — . back into the equation and obtain the result

180-60-60 _ 648000

"

1
P-2pcey —-lau= ———1,5-10° km = 364 km. (34.9)
2 1296 000

If we include the next term (o< x°) we would get a more precise result, but only by about 2 um. Finally let us
remark that the modern definition of parsec does not use a tangent of an angle anymore. but defines parsec
explicitly as 1 au - #4820,

The resulting temperature of the reflective sphere in the equilibrium state does not depend at all on
what the black body inside looks like, at what temperature it would be when not covered, or how much of
the radiation the outer sphere reflects back in: if the energy source supplies the power P, this energy must
simply also be emitted again. The foil has two surfaces — inner and outer — and their total area is 2S. Only
half of this area radiates out, so

1 -
P=-02ST*,
2

where T is its temperature. Before the foil was installed, in equilibrium state we had P = ¢ST*. Therefore
T=T.

First of all, the mirror is radially symetric so we can solve this problem only in two dimensions with
two coordinates, namely z (height) and r (distance from the rotation axis). The coordinate system will be
rotating with the mirror. Let us look at the forces acting on a small element of mercury. Reduced to unit
mass, they are

« gravitational acceleration c?é pointing down with magnitude g;
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« centrifugal acceleration a; pointing away from the rotation axis, whose magnitude increases linearly
with r as w?r.

Their corresponding potentials are gz and - w?r2. The total potential is therefore

1
U(r,z) =gz— szrz. (36.1)

Mercury will form a shape which has constant potential on the whole surface (if the potential wasn’t constant,
mercury would want to reshape); and since potential is defined up to an additive constant, we can choose it
so that the potential is zero on the surface of the mercury. The shape of the surface is thus given by a line
whose explicit equation we can obtain by

1 2
gz - szrz -0 o> z=2p (36.2)

Here we recognise a parabola — now we only need to determine its parameters. All light rays parallel to the
axis of the mirror (vertical rays in this problem) will concentrate in one point (which is a pleasant finding
given that we are building a telescope). The simplest way to find the focus is to find a ray that will be horizontal
after reflecting from the parabola. In the point where this particular ray hits the mirror, the mercury makes a
45° angle with the horizontal line and the z coordinate of the point is the same as that of the focus point. Or
we can recall that a parabola is a set of points which are at the same distance from the focus and the directrix
and that in the point where the particular ray hits the mirror we know that z = f and r = 2f. Then
w? g

f= §4f2 = f=5 (36.3)

At the moment when the cylinder is closed, the gas pressure is p,,, and the volume of the gas inside is
SH, where § is the area of the cylinder’s base and H is its height. After reaching equilibrium, the piston is at
height h. That means that the pressure inside is increased by 4 by the spring acting on the piston. Since we
are interested in the equilibium height 4 after a long time, temperature of the gas will be the same as at the
beginning so we consider this as isothermic compression which means that

PamSH = (patm + kS—h)Sh. (37.1)
The equilibrium height & is therefore®
h= —Sé’% + \/( SIZ’Z‘“)Z - SHlfatm. (37.2)
The equilibrium pressure inside is
p:patm+%:‘I%+\/(pa2tm)2+kH£m. (37.3)

> After solving the quadratic equation we utilise the positive solution.

https://physics.naboj.org/ 38 info-hu@physics.naboj.org


https://physics.naboj.org/
mailto:info-hu@physics.naboj.org

=

€k 25. Néboj Fizika, 2022 Megolddsok

Now let’s displace the piston by x. This displacement results in decrease in pressure by Ap. We are interested
in the apparent stiffness in the very first moment when the gas and the surroundings have not yet exchanged
any heat. Thus we consider this to be an adiabatic process which is described by

p(Sh)" = (p-Ap)[S(h+x)]". (37.4)
Hence
Ap:p—%. (37.5)
The force acting on a piston is
F=—ApS—kx:—pS[l—(1+%)_%]—kx (37.6)
and for small displacements
F- -(%ﬁ v k)x, (37.7)

whence we immediately see that the apparent stiffness is

F S 2
K=t =P 2 ik (37.8)
X h 1+S4kH
Palm

For the numerical values from the problem statement the result is K ~ 1,8 kN/m.

Let’s denote the charge on Paula’s sticks g, their length d and mass m. We are interested in small
oscillations, i. e. small angular displacement ¢ from the equilibrium (which is obviously the position when
the stick is standing upwards) so if we encounter any formula containg ¢, we can make use of the Taylor
series and then neglect all terms with ¢? and higher orders.

Three forces act upon the middle stick — gravitational and two electric — and since the stick can rotate around
its bottom end, we want to know the corresponding torques. The gravitational force of magnitude mg acts in
the middle of the stick so the corresponding torque at angular displacement ¢ is $mgsin ¢ ~ 2mggp, where
displacement ¢ in clockwise direction is considered positive and torque is positive if it is trying to turn the
stick in clockwise direction.

38.1. Abra: A displaced stick and distances and angles in the triangles.
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It gets a bit complicated with moments of electrical forces. Let the distance of the upper point charge from
the one on the table on the right be ;. Applying the law of cosines to the triangle in the right half of the
picture 38.1 yields

1t =d*+d*-2dd cos(g - go) =2d*(1-sing) ~ 2d*(1- ¢). (38.1)

The square of the distance to the left charge is analogically r3 = 2d?(1 + ¢). If we know the distances, we know
the magnitudes of the electrical forces, but we also want to know their directions. Let’s look at the picture
38.1 once again.

We have two isosceles triangles which we can use to calculate the angles

T 9 T 9
. L 2
X 4+2 a y 1 5 (38.2)

because the sum of interior angles in a triangle is 7. Furthermore, we also see that
m 71
atS+x=7 a ﬁ+5+y:n, (38.3)

o)
(38.4)

x =

NSRS

T T
— = — +
4 2 P 4

To calculate the torque, we need to know cosines of these angles, so

cosoczcoszcostrsinzsinfz£+££ (38.5)
4 2 2 2 2 2
and analogically
2 2
cosf} = £ - ig (38.6)
2 2 2

Finally we are getting to the torques where we use Taylor series ﬁ ~ 1+¢ and ﬁ ~ 1-¢. Angular acceleration
¢ is then calculated as

2 2

q q d i
Je= _d4nsorf cosa + d4ﬂ80r§ cos B + S mgsing
- 1 —+—=|+d l—o)| X2 X2 ) 2
dreo2de +(P)( 2 "2 2) e N T ) e (38.7)
(g 32 4
" 4mey 4d 2 g9

The moment of inertia of a stick rotating around its end is J = $md?, which, after plugging in into previous
equation, yields

CT T 4me, 4d Emg)go, (38.8)

3 ( ¢ 32 d
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which is a simple harmonic oscillator with angular frequency

3 ( ¢ 3V2 d
= - —mg]|. 38.9
@ md? (47T£0 4d 2 mg) ( )
Thus, the period of small oscillations with the numerical values from the problem statement is
2
7= :195 (38.10)
w

The light bulb shines equally in all directions, so we are able to express its luminous intensity I as a
fraction of its total flux @,

I=—. 39.1
yp (39.1)

Apart from this we will also need to know its luminous emittance, or the luminous flux per unit surface area
when looking along any ray ending on its surface. If we denote its radius r, the area of its cross-section is 7rr?
and emittance

I )

nr?2  4mir?’

(39.2)

How does it look under the lamp? The reflector redirects a fraction of the light onto the pavement, increasing
the illumination in comparison to a naked bulb. Since the bulb is exactly in the focus of the paraboloid, the
intensity will increase markedly along its axis. The bulb is not a point source, so these rays will not be perfectly
parallel - however if we are looking from a place sufficiently far below the lamp, where the angles in question
are already very small, we can look in any direction and see

« either the sky or the lamppost (which are of no interest to us since they do not emit any light);
« or the bulb (and therefore emittance L);

o or its reflection from the polished surface of the reflector (and again emittance L).

For this ratio of sizes of the bulb and the mirror and the height of the lamp this condition certainly holds.
On the whole, when looking from below the lamp behaves as if it had a larger bulb with the same diameter as
the reflector, but with same emittance as the real bulb® Now we only need to find the illuminance, which can
be done by finding the solid angle which the reflector subtends when looking from the surface of the road,
and multiply it by luminance. Since all angles are small, we can approximate the solid angle as

Q~ ﬂ(%)z, (39.3)

where R is the radius of the reflector and H > R the height of the lamppost. The illuminance under the lamp
will then be

) R\?
E=L,Q~ |l —] =~ 354Ix. 39.4
0 47212 (H) x ( )

SThe total luminous flux is of course conserved: only light that would have been emitted upwards or to the sides, is now reflected
down. Only light that reflects back onto the bulb cannot exit the reflector.
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Kepler’s laws tell us that if we throw an object in radial gravitational field of the Moon, it will follow
an elliptical trajectory with one of its foci F; in the center of the Moon. We only need to find the position of
the second focus point so that the initial speed will be minimal. Let us denote the angular distance between
Matthew and Jacob as ¢ (in our case, ¢ = 90°, because we are throwing the rock from the North Pole to the
equator). It is clear that the other focus point will lie on the bisector of this angle (see figure 40.1). To find
this point we can use the vis-viva equation.

It relates the total energy of an object orbiting a planet with the semi-major axis of the ellipse. We will use it

in form

1 , GMm GMm
—mv- — = — (40 1)
2 r 2a

where the expression on the left-hand side is the total energy of the orbiting body (kinetic and potential) and

a is the semi-major axis of its orbit.

The derivation of this equation relies on using the conservation laws for energy and angular momentum.
Consider a point mass orbiting a planet of mass M and let us denote its speed at the pericentre as v, and its
distance from the planet as r,; and at the apocentre v, and the distance r, respectively. The energy conser-
vation law tells us that

1 Mm 1 Mm
—mvy —-G—=-mv; -G (40.2)
2 p 2 Ta
and the angular momentum conservation law yields
"p
mvyry, = mv,r, = vV, = vpr—. (40.3)
If we plug this into the equation 40.2, we get
1 Mm 1 ,r,  Mm 1 r 1 1
—mv, -G— = —mvf,—p—G = —mv, 1-L)=GMm|=-=]. (40.4)
2 r, 2 r’ T 2 r2 rp Ta
Finally, dividing by the expression (1 - (:—‘;)2) and using 2a = r, + r,, gives us the result
1 , GMmr,
—mv; = —
2P 2a 1,
o (40.5)
1 Mm Mm
~mv, -G =- :
2 p 2a

The law of conservation of energy says that the expression mv2/2 — GMm/r is constant along the object’s
trajectory. We have managed to express it at the point of its closest approach, therefore it must be the same
for any other point on the trajectory. Thus the vis-viva equation (40.1) is proven.
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40.1. Abra: The trajectory of the rock.

Let us denote the unknown initial speed of the rock as vy. Then the equation 40.1 becomes

2 1

1 M M
—mvg - eRa bl
2 R 2a

Notice that the initial speed v, decreases with decreasing semi-major axis. Therefore we only need to find
the position F, of the second focus so that the length of the semi-major axis is minimal. Next we notice that
if we take any point on the ellipse, e. g. point A, and we calculate the sum of the distances from this point
to the foci of the ellipse (|AF,| + |AF,| in the figure), we always get 2a. However, the distance |AF,| is always
equal to the radius of the Moon R, so we can only minimize |AF,|.

The shortest possible distance corresponds to the situation when point F, lies on the line connecting A and
B. Then

2a = |AF,| + |AB)| = R((l +sin g) (40.7)
and if we plug this into equation 40.6 and express the speed v, we get
2GM, 1
Vo = 1o —— ). (40.8)
R¢ 1+sin?
Setting ¢ = 90° yields
GM¢ 2V2
vy = ¢ 2V2 (40.9)
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